PHANTOM LAKES MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

REGULAR MEETING

July 26, 2007

www.phantomlakes.us

Approved Minutes  

Steve Barber, chairperson, called the meeting of the Phantom Lakes Management District to order at 7:06 p.m.  Other Commissioners in attendance were Carol Fait, Grace Graham, Steve Todd, and Steve Verduyn.  Waukesha County Representative Karen McNelly was excused, and Town of Mukwonago Representative David Dubey was absent. There were two residents and guest speakers Dennis Nork (Lake Patrol) and John Osborne (GZA Engineering) present.
S. Barber acknowledged that the meeting was properly noticed.

Open Forum – There was none.
Announcements & Correspondence – There was none.

Secretary's Report – C. Fait made a Motion to approve the minutes from the regular monthly meeting on June 28, 2007; second by G. Graham, motion carried.  

Treasurer's Report - S. Verduyn summarized the Treasurer’s Report. The total bills to be paid were $10,589.82.  Motion made by C. Fait to move $406.31 of Contingency Fund into Legal Fees and $210.18 from Contingency Fund into Repairs & Maintenance; second by G. Graham, motion carried unanimously.  S. Todd made a Motion to approve and pay the bills; second by G. Graham, motion carried.

Well Update – S. Barber introduced John Osborne and asked him to share his interpretation of the Well Testing Report from Ruekert & Mielke.  Mr. Osborne explained the various underground layers (shallow aquifer, clay layer, deep aquifer) and how a test site is established.  The report stated two of the three observation wells showed a significant drop in the shallow aquifer which meant leakage is occurring from the shallow sand and gravel layer through the clay layer into the deep aquifer.  Also, there was an instantaneous drop in the shallow aquifer in two of the observation wells, which Ruekert & Mielke interpreted as failed well construction, not as leakage between the layers. The report did not mention leakage of 100 gallon per minute from the discharge line on the surface that could have also possibly recharged the system.  Only the data from one shallow test well was utilized.  S. Barber recommended having GZA prepare a rebuttal of what the Ruekert-Mielke data is showing.  The Board continued to discuss various aspects of this test, and how the data varied through out the report.  The Board remains very concerned what impact this well site might have, especially on Upper Phantom Lake.  S. Todd read from the Ruekert & Mielke Report “The WDNR report lists septic system discharge as a major component of nutrient loading to the lake.  Septic discharge enters the lake through groundwater discharge into the lake.  It is currently unclear if groundwater discharge is actually beneficial to the lake given the density of septic systems along the lakeshore and resultant nutrient loading to the lake from groundwater”.  S. Todd found that statement very offensive that because of the nutrient loading into the lake, that it would be better off stopping the groundwater flow into the lake, than allow nutrient loading.  S. Barber quoted that the report said “the well will not adversely affect the lake or substantially change current conditions in the shallow sand and gravel aquifer that discharges to the lake”.  S. Barber felt this is untrue given the rapid drop in the shallow aquifer.  G. Graham made a Motion to have John Osborne from GZA prepare a rebuttal according to GZA’s findings of the test data; second by C. Fait, motion carried.  S. Barber stated that the Village of Mukwonago is on record stating that they do not intend to hurt the Phantom Lakes.  S. Barber went to the July 9th Town of East Troy meeting and they have formulated  Resolution No. 2007-13 endorsing a statewide enforcement of consistent water management policies to protect underground water quality and quantity. This will be presented at the Wisconsin Towns Board Committee on Saturday in Shawano. 

Harvesting Operations – Robert Pakulski commented that the truck is back in working order after repairs once again.  The DNR is being contacted and awaiting reply on the possibility of a grant to help share refurbishing costs of the harvester and a newer truck.  By consensus, the Board agreed to get a replacement truck (newer) before next harvesting season and sell the existing truck. 

Spring Monitoring Update – Pete Kumlien reported that the springs flow have now been monitored for two years and three months.  The flow rate has increased above the starting point level and is now coming back down and therefore has made one complete cycle.  He noted that the Ruekert & Mielke Report used the most unrepresented spring (Gamble) in their report, and ignored the two Barber Springs along with the Heuver Spring, which is closer to the site.  He felt they were being very selective in their data presentation. Spring flow sampling will continue to be taken by Mr. Kumlien.

Septic Ordinance – S. Todd stated that second notices for septic compliance will be sent to approximately 90 residents; slightly over one-third compliance on the first notice.  There may be repercussions if mandatory pumping is not obeyed.  If there are any questions please contact Steve Todd at 262-363-7044.

Lake Patrol – Dennis Nork presented the Lake Patrol report from June 25th – July 21st.  During this time there were 22 citations and 31 warnings given.  He recommended that riparian owners remind friends and relatives of lake ordinances, including swimming too far out on the lake by themselves, or too far from an escort boat.  No warnings are usually given for this.  His observations showed that there was a lot less boat traffic on the lake the past couple of weeks.  Boat safety classes will be held August 10, 11, and 12th with at least 23 people attending as of July 26th.  C. Fait recommended a donation to the boat safety class.  S. Verduyn made a Motion to donate $150.00 to the Boat Safety Class; second by S. Todd, motion carried.

Newsletter – The PLMD Annual Newsletter has been mailed, and all PLMD District constituents should have received their newsletter, which includes the agenda and budget for the Annual Meeting.  The only printing error was on front page agenda which stated levy of (70,000) which should have been (67,500).

Annual Meeting Preparations – There have been no confirmations of anyone else interested in running for the election and wanting their name on the ballot other than Steve Verduyn.  The District will need to fill one position and hope to have nominations from the floor.  Gina Krause has had the 2006 financials audited and they are in good standing; the report will be read at the Annual Meeting.

New Business

Groundwater Protection Issues/Legislative Update – S. Barber commented that there has been no reply from Senator Mary Lazich or Neal Kedzie on when they may be able to attend our meeting; standing invite will remain. 

Grants – The District has received the grant Planning for Mukwonago & Lower River Basin.  Total project costs of $20,000; divided as follows: $10,000 state share, $6,500 in kind, and $3,500 PLMD.

Open Letter to Residents of the Village of Mukwonago – S. Barber stated that he would like to personally handle the well issue with the Village and sees no reason in posting any open letter in “The Chief” at this time.

At 9:35 pm C. Fait moved to adjourn, second by S. Verduyn, motion carried.
Next Meeting - The board will meet Thursday, August 23, 2007 at the Mukwonago Town Hall immediately following the Annual Meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Gina Krause

Treasurer/Secretary Assistant
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